Boston Globe 


WEDNESDAY, 


NOVEMBER 4, 


2020 


Another night on the razors edge 


Trump and Biden battle deep into the night, with race likely hinging 
on three key states; turnout on pace to hit record levels, despite pandemic 
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DEMOCRATIC SENATE SEATS 


In shades 
of 2016, 
its up to 
‘blue wall’ 


By Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 
It was another night with 
an unsettling, confusing, and, 
familiar feel. 
There is 


NEWS nothing to do 
ANALYSIS now but to wait, 
~~ and no one can 
say exactly how long. Those 
who hoped for clarity on Elec- 
tion Night about who the next 
president would be were dis- 
appointed, as President Trump 
and Joe Biden remained 
locked in a close race for the 
White House as Tuesday ticked 
into Wednesday. 

Those who had hoped for 
something more, for a “wave 
election” that would decisively 
sweep Trump and Trumpism 
away, were likely baffled and 
crushed. 

Once again, the race looks 
likely to come down to the 
“blue wall” states in the Mid- 
west of Wisconsin and Michi- 
gan, as well as Pennsylvania, 
states with a long history of 
going for Democrats that 
Trump managed to flip to red 
four years ago but has strug- 
gled to defend from Biden this 
time around. 

Both men scored key victo- 
ries as midnight neared. 
Trump held onto the swing 
state of Florida, fending off 
Biden there by strongly im- 
proving his standing in the Mi- 
ami-Dade area — which has 
many conservative Cuban- 
American voters — even as he 
lost some ground in counties 
with older white voters who 
trended toward Biden. Biden, 
for his part, led in the red state 
of Arizona, which hasn’t voted 
for a Democrat for president 
since 1996. 

Biden’s allies had hoped the 
former vice president would 

ANALYSIS, Page A5 


Ty BURR COMMENTARY 


America — beautiful 


Maybe it’s the start of a new Great Awakening. 

We specialize in those, America does. Spiritual ones, of 
course, but also civic and social awakenings, when we 
slough off the skin of our divisions and remember what’s at 
stake, and for whom, and we rise up to act as one. Whether 
it’s against King George III or the Great Depression or the 
Axis powers of World War II, we remember we're in it to- 
gether in the service of a brilliant idea, one that is almost 
250 years old yet that for some people remains as danger- 
ous as the day it was put down on parchment. 


A winner 


Wednesday: Sunny, warmer. 
Thursday: Even better. 
Weather and Comics, G6-7. 
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270 to win 


51 needed 
for majority 


electoral votes DONALD TRUMP 


REPUBLICAN SENATE SEATS 


ALEX BRANDON/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Former vice president Joe Biden came out to speak to his supporters early this morning in Wilmington, Del., 
while on Tuesday, President Trump spoke at his campaign headquarters in Arlington, Va. 


Fears of 
disruption at 
polls don’t 
materialize. A‘ 


Markey 
cruises to 
another term in 
the Senate. 


Democrats 
aim to expand 
majority in the 
House. A‘ 
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Massachusetts ballot measures 
RANKED CHOICE RIGHT TO REPAIR 


Instead of picking one candi- 
date per office, voters would 
rank their preferred choices in 
both primary and general 
elections for an array of state 
and federal seats. 


Would require car manufac- 
turers to create a platform for 
sharing wireless data, and 
calls for the development of 
apps that would make it pos- 
sible for car owners to both 
see their own data and share 
them with independent me- 
chanics. 


SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF 


The line was long at Cathedral High School in the South End, and turnout was huge across the state. B1. 


Fate of Senate hangs 
on outstanding races 


By Victoria McGrane 

GLOBE STAFF 
Control of the US Senate remained unsettled early 
Wednesday morning, as tight races in several key battle- 


grounds were too close to call. 


Regardless, Democratic dreams of a huge blue wave car- 
rying them to big gains faded as the night wore on and Re- 
publicans posted wins in states that Democrats had hoped 
to flip by leveraging anger at President Trump and his han- 
dling of the coronavirus pandemic, however long the odds. 
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NOTABLE RESULTS AT A GLANCE 


Battleground states for president 


Electoral 


State 
votes 


State 


Electoral 
votes 


Minnesota 10 


Key: Biden win 


Tn i a 
AS OF 1:15 A.M. 


By Jess Bidgood 
and Jazmine Ulloa 
GLOBE STAFF 

The voting was over. The counting 
was not. 

President Trump and former vice 
president Joe Biden were locked in a 
close race early Wednesday morning as 
the bitter presidential campaign drew 
to a close, a contest that smashed vot- 
ing records, divided the nation, and 
unfolded amid a pandemic that has 
cost more than 230,000 American 
lives. 

The outcome appeared to hinge on 
three states: Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Wisconsin, all formerly part of 
Democrats’ “blue wall” but key to 
Trump’s upset victory in 2016. None 
could be called because they had so 
many absentee votes left to count. 

Just after midnight Biden opened 
up a lead in Arizona — which would 
give him his first pickup of a state that 
Trump won four years ago and make 
him the first Democrat to win the state 
since 1996. His campaign also saw a 
glimmer of hope in the Republican 
stronghold of Georgia, where as-yet- 
uncounted absentee ballots from rap- 
idly diversifying suburbs suggested he 
was still in striking distance. 

“Were on track to win this election,” 
Biden told supporters in Wilmington, 
Del., early Wednesday. “Keep the faith 
guys, we're going to win this.” 

Still, Democrats’ dreams of a sweep- 
ing victory were slipping away. Trump 
narrowly won Florida, a battleground 
state he won in 2016 and considered 
essential to his reelection, and the AP 
said he won Ohio and Iowa, which 
Biden had hoped to flip. 

Trump tweeted early Wednesday 
that he had scored “a big win.” 
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In Maine, 
Collins runs 
strong in key 
Senate race 


By Brian MacQuarrie 
GLOBE STAFF 

PORTLAND, Maine — After more 
than a year of campaigning, a record 
$160 million raised, and unheard-of 
negativity for a Maine political race, Re- 
publican Senator Susan Collins built a 
healthy lead over Democratic challeng- 
er Sara Gideon by early Wednesday 
morning. 

With 67 percent of the votes tallied 
at 12:25 a.m., the four-term incumbent 
had garnered 52 percent of the vote to 
Gideon’s 41 percent. The overwhelming 
bulk of that margin came from interior 
and northern Maine communities 
where Collins had been expected to poll 
strongly. 

Gideon’s strength was concentrated 
along the southern and middle coastal 
areas. In Portland, Gideon led Collins, 
5,524 to 3,846, with 92 percent of the 
ballots counted. 

Earlier in the day, voters stood so- 
cially distanced in long lines, some in 
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Senate races to watch 


Senate seats that lean toward flipping parties or are consid- 
ered a toss-up: *Results not in **Tie, runoff 


State 
Alabama 
Arizona 
Colorado 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 2 


AS OF 1:15 A. 


Held by 
Dem. 


Won by State Held by Won by 
lowa 

‘i Maine * 

Dem Montana * 

i N. Carolina * 

ý S. Carolina 


M. 
SOURCES: COOK POLITICAL REPORT, AP, MASS.GOV 


